
In case you didn’t already know, golf is on the list of 
sports for the 2016 Rio Olympics. 

For those like us who love the game 

and want to see it expand and 

thrive, the idea of golf coming back 

to the Olympics for the first time 

in over 100 years sounds great in 

theory. However, as the Olympics 

draw nearer and the details get 

worked out, it’s starting to look like 

the Olympics might not be the best 

thing for golf, and golf might not be 

the best thing for the Olympics. We 

like to leave things on a happy note 

though, so we’ll start with the cons.

CONS

Not a priority
Not all the best golfers in the world 

are not prioritizing winning an 

Olympic gold medal when there 

are four prestigious majors. Golf 

differs from other sports in this 

sense, that an Olympic medal is not 

necessarily the peak of winning 

for its athletes. Australian golf 

star Adam Scott’s thoughts on the 

Olympics summarize this sentiment: 

“Whether I win an Olympic medal or 

not is not going to define my career 

or change whether I’ve fulfilled my 

career. It’s nothing I’ve ever aspired 

to do and I don’t think I ever will. It’s 

all about the four majors and I think 

that’s the way it should stay for golf.”

Rio not equipped
The city has been building lots of 

new infrastructure, including the 

golf course, “Golf Olympico.” The 

course is being built on a former 

natural park that was used for 

environmental education, which 

sparked protest amongst already 
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existent protest over the general 

fact that the Olympics are taking 

place in Rio. More than 300 

endangered species are reported 

to live where the course is being 

built. This is on top of the financial 

concerns Brazilian citizens already 

have.

Boring format
Now, we definitely don’t believe 

golf is boring. But if we’re rooting 

for the goal of expanding golf and 

appealing to the masses, the way 

the competition is set up is not 

the best way to do it. The events 

will have 60 players competing in 

72-hole stroke play format for the 

gold, silver and bronze. Those 60 

players will be determined by the 

official World Golf Ranking, but no 

more than four players can come 

from any one country. That means 

those countries like the U.S., who 

sometimes have more than four in 

the Top 15 at one time, will have to 

exclude some more-than-deserving 

pros whose worldwide fans will not 

get to watch them play.

PROS

Global Exposure
There is no doubt that the Olympics 

will give golf the most global 

exposure it has ever had at one 

time. Billions around the world tune 

into the Olympics and if the showing 

in Rio goes well, it absolutely will 

help branch its growth as an 

international sport.

New opportunity to win
Not all pros share the same 

sentiment as Adam Scott about 

the Olympics. The Olympics have 

a longer history than the sport of 

golf and deserve respect. Some 

pros, especially the younger ones, 

have a more grateful outlook on 

this exciting opportunity to win and 

represent their country. Jordan 

Spieth said about the Olympics, 

“Medaling for your country is 

something special. Winning a gold 

would be, I believe, like winning 

a major championship.” Spieth 

has won majors and $10 million 

bonuses that would not come with 

an Olympic medal.  Whatever the 

results, this will be an interesting 

experiment and we will definitely be 

watching. And if Rio isn’t the right 

timing for it, we have to believe it will 

get better next time.

“Whether I win an Olympic medal or not is not 
going to define my career or change whether I’ve 
fulfilled my career...”


