
How NOT to be known as “that guy” on the golf 
course...

We’ve all encountered at least 

one of these types of golfers: the 

unsolicited swing advice-giver, the 

Rules of Golf enforcer, the guy who 

wastes 20 minutes searching for his 

ball, or the one who leaves his nine 

iron behind on every other hole and 

has to go back and retrieve it.

One of the most common faux-

pas golfers out there is called the 

“sandbagger.” And you might be 

one, and not even know it.

A sandbagger is a golfer who claims 

to have a higher handicap than 

their actual skill level in order to 

have an unfair advantage during 

competition. Those golfers might 

come into the round saying their 

game is rusty, or perhaps they are 

just learning. Then they will happen 

to play their “best round of golf” ever 

and their score will be adjusted even 

more in their favor.

Not all sandbaggers mean to be 

one. Too many golfers do not track 

their handicaps because they simply 

do not understand its importance. 

These golfers also tend to be 

modest and take a guess at their 

handicap that is most likely wrong. 

They can turn a friendly competition 

sour and still go along thinking they 

just played a really great round. 
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Ignorance is bliss, but don’t be 

surprised when your friends don’t 

invite you next time!

Tracking your Handicap Index® is 

more important, and easier than 

you think. If you ever want to play on 

other courses, and play with other 

golfers, knowing your handicap will 

ensure you are keeping the playing 

field level and are more aware of 

your game than ever. Whether 

you play five times a month, or five 

times a year, you are much better off 

knowing your Handicap Index®. And 

unless you are popping open a bag 

of chips or ripping open the Velcro 

on your glove during everyone’s 

backswing, you can avoid being 

known as “that guy.”


